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On 27-30 August, 2026 Kazan will host the V Kazan Global Youth Summit
(hereinafter referred to as “Summit”). It is a unique educational and expert platform for
identifying the main challenges and trends within the youth environment and searching
for the best practices in youth policy in education, science, culture, entrepreneurship,
and media at local, regional, and international levels. Each year, Summit brings together
relevant ministers and heads of youth policy, leaders of youth organisations,
representatives of international organisations, diplomats and experts on key issues on
the international youth agenda.

As part of the Summit, the Global Youth Leadership Award will take place —an
international competition aimed at identifying talented young people and recognising
the contribution of young leaders from the OIC member/observer states, BRICS and
Asia-Pacific region to socially significant areas, attract young people to cooperation and
provide them with opportunities for self-realisation.

Format of the Award:

I - formation of candidates for each nomination from the project partners and
through an open application on the nomination letter from the organisation, selection of
winners for each nomination by an Expert Jury.

II — participation in the Award Ceremony in Kazan.

The Award includes 6 nominations:

1. Young Researcher of the Year

2. Young Voice of Science

3. Young Mentor of the Year

4. Innovation Project of the Year

5. Children’s Initiative Support Project

6. Traditions and Cultural Identity Preservation Project

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
For all categories (unless specified otherwise):

e Candidates must be aged between 18-35

e Authors, CEOs, or founders must be representatives from OIC member/observer
states, BRICS or Asia-Pacific region.

® Projects must be successfully implemented on the territory of OIC
member/observer states, BRICS or Asia-Pacific region within 2025-2026 and
demonstrate measurable social impact



ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC CRITERIA

1. Young Researcher of the Year:

® The candidate must have a Scientific study of any length published in worldwide
recognized scientific sources (scientific journal, scientific database, conference
journal etc.);
e Topic of the study should cover one of the following areas: history, education, art,
finance, law, philosophy, IT and technology;
e The study should be published within the year of 2025-2026;
e Have a completed degree in Bachelor/Master/PhD.
Partner: OIC Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation
(COMSTECH)

2. Young Voice of Science:

e The candidate must actively promote science, research, or scientific knowledge
through public communication, outreach activities, media, digital platforms, or
educational initiatives;

e The candidate’s activities should contribute to increasing public awareness and
interest in science among youth and society;

¢ The candidate must demonstrate a commitment to accuracy, ethical
communication, and the dissemination of reliable scientific information;

e The activities must be carried out within the period of 2025-2026 and
demonstrate measurable impact (e.g. audience reach, publications, events, media
content, educational programmes).

Partner: Islamic Cooperation Youth Forum (ICYF)

3. Young Mentor of the Year:

e Mentoring activities must support the personal and professional development of
youth in one or more of the following areas: education, career development,
entrepreneurship, social leadership, creative industries, science and technology.

e The mentoring programme must be successfully implemented with confirmed
results (e.g. positive feedback, number of graduates, success stories).

o The candidate must demonstrate a high level of ethics, responsibility, and respect
for cultural diversity.

Partner: (To be confirmed)

4. Innovation Project of the Year:
e The project must introduce an innovative solution, product, service, methodology,
or technology addressing a social, educational, scientific, environmental,
economic, or technological challenge.



The project must be implemented or at an advanced stage of development and
demonstrate measurable results or potential for significant impact.

e The project should demonstrate originality, sustainability, scalability, and
practical applicability.

e The project must contribute to positive social, economic, scientific, or
technological development and provide evidence of effectiveness (e.g. pilot
results, user engagement, partnerships, or other achievements).

Fartner: Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Development (ICCD)

5. Children’s Initiatives Support Project

e The project must support initiatives by children under 18 in one or more of the
following areas: education, science, sports, art, diplomacy, social
entrepreneurship, ecology, patriotism, or media.

e The project must already be implemented and demonstrate measurable social
impact (e.g. number of participants, events held, community improvements).

Partner: International Association of Children's Organisations (IACO)

(1o be confirmed)

6. Traditions and Cultural Identity Preservation Project
® The project must be focused on the preservation, promotion, or development of
cultural heritage, traditions, or identity (e.g. language, music, crafts, literature,

folklore, etc.).
e The project must already be implemented and demonstrate measurable social

impact (e.g. community involvement, events, publications).
e The project must promote intercultural dialogue, respect, and mutual

understanding between peoples.
Partner: Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (ICESCO)

CERTIFICATES AND AWARDS

Winners receive an Award statuette, branded merchandise, and an official certificate
from the Organising Committee.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For inquiries, partnerships, or nomination-related questions, please contact Program

Coordinator:
Ms. Diana Sapurina — academy(@youthdiplomacy.ru, +79172523128.




